LETTER TO THE FAITHFUL of St. Francis
(Second review)

1. 1 In the name of the Lord, Father and Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. To all religious Christians, clerics and lay men and women, to all the inhabitants of the whole world, Brother Francis, their servant and subject, respectful obeisance, peace from heaven and sincere charity in the Lord.
2.  Since I am the servant of all, I am bound to serve all and to administer the fragrant words of my Lord. And therefore, considering that I cannot personally visit individuals, because of the disease and weakness of my body, I have proposed to refer to you, through this letter and message, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Word of the Father, and the words of the Holy Spirit, which are spirit and life (Jn 6:63).
I  THE VERB OF THE FATHER
3.  The most high heavenly Father, through his holy angel Gabriel (cf. Lk 1:31), proclaimed this Word of the Father, so worthy, so holy and glorious, in the womb of the holy and glorious Virgin Mary, and from her womb he received the true flesh of our humanity and fragility.
4. He, who was rich (cf. 2 Cor 8,9) above all else, wanted to choose poverty in this world, together with the most blessed Virgin, his mother.
5.  ​​And, close to the passion (cf. Mt 26,17-20; Mk 14,12-16; Lk 22,7-13), he celebrated the Passover with his disciples, and taking the bread, he gave thanks, he blessed it and broke it saying: "Take and eat, this is my body" (Mt 26:26). And taking the cup he said: "This is my blood of the new covenant, which will be shed for you and for many for the remission of sins" (Mt 26:27). Then he prayed to the Father, saying, "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me." And his sweat became like drops of blood flowing on the ground (Lk 22:44). However, he deposed his will in the will of the Father saying: "Father, your will be done; not as I want, but as you want" (Mt 26:42; 26:39).
6.  And this was his Father's will, that his blessed and glorious son, whom he gave us and was born for us, should offer himself, through his own blood, as a sacrifice and victim on the altar of the cross, not for himself, since through him all things were created (cf. Jn 1: 3), but in atonement for our sins,  leaving us the example so that we may follow in his footsteps (1 Pt 2:21 ). And he wants us all to be saved through him and to receive him with a pure heart and with our chaste body.
7.  But there are few who want to receive him and be saved through him, although his yoke is light and his weight is light (cf. Mt 11:30).
II    OF THOSE WHO DO NOT WANT TO KEEPTHE 
COMMANDMENTS OF GOD

8.  Those who do not want to taste how sweet the Lord is (cf. Ps 33,9) and prefer darkness to light (Jn 3,19), refusing to observe God's commandments, are cursed; of them the prophet says: "Cursed are those who turn away from your commandments" (Ps 118,21). On the other hand, how blessed and blessed are those who love the Lord and do as the Lord himself says in the Gospel: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul, and your neighbor as yourself" (Mt 22,37.39).  Let us therefore love God and adore him with a pure heart and pure mind, for he himself, seeking this above all other things, said: True
III   OF THE LOVE OF GOD AND HIS WORSHIP 
9. Let us therefore love God and adore him with a pure heart and pure mind, for he himself, seeking this above all other things, said: True worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth (Jn 4:23). For all those who adore him must adore him in the spirit (cf. Jn 4:24) of truth.
10.  And we raise praise and prayers to him day and night (Ps 31,4), saying: "Our Father who art in heaven" (Mt 6,9), since we must always pray without getting tired (Lk 18, 1).
IV  OF THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE
11.   We must also confess all our sins to the priest and receive from him the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whoever does not eat his flesh and drink his blood cannot enter the kingdom of God (cf. Jn 6,55.57 and Jn 3,5). But he must eat and drink it worthily, for whoever receives it unworthily eats and drinks his condemnation, not discerning the body of the Lord (1 Cor 11:29), that is, not distinguishing it from other foods.
12.   We also produce fruits worthy of penance. And we love our neighbors as ourselves (cf. Mt 22:39). And if anyone does not want to love them as himself, at least let him not harm them, but do good.
V  OF JUDGING WITH MERCY
13.   Let those who have received the authority to judge others exercise judgment with mercy, just as they themselves want to obtain mercy from the Lord; in fact the judgment will be without mercy for those who have not shown mercy (Jn 2:13).
14.  We therefore have charity and humility and give alms, because alms washes the soul from the ugliness of sins. For men lose all the things they leave behind in this world, but they take with them the reward of charity and the alms they have given, of which they will receive the reward and worthy reward from the Lord.

VI  OF CORPORAL AND SPIRITUAL FASTING
15.  We must also fast and abstain from vices and sins (cf. Tb 4,11; 12,9). to and from any excess in eating and drinking and being Catholic. We must also visit churches frequently and reverence and reverence clerics, not so much for themselves, if they are sinners, but for the office and administration of the most holy body and blood of Christ, which they sacrifice on the altar and receive and administer to others.
16.  And we are all firmly convinced that no one can be saved except through the holy words and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which clerics pronounce, announce and administer. And they alone must administer them and not others.
Especially then the religious, who have renounced the world, are obliged to do many other and greater things, without however neglecting these (cf. Lk 11:42).

VII   OF LOVE TOWARDS ENEMIES
17.  We must hate our bodies with vices and sins, since the Lord says in the Gospel: All bad things, vices and sins come from the heart (cf. Mt 15: 18-19; Mk 7:23).
18.  We must love our enemies and do good to those who hate us (cf. Mt 5,44; Lk 6,27).  We are to keep the precepts and counsel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We must also deny ourselves (cf. Mt 16:24) and place our bodies under the yoke of service and holy obedience, as each one has promised to the Lord.

VIII   HUMILITY   IN  COMMAND
19.  And no man is obliged by obedience to obey anyone wherever a crime or sin is committed. And he to whom obedience is entrusted and who is considered to be greater, both as the younger (Lk 22:26) and servant of the other brothers, and uses and has towards each of his brothers that mercy which he would like towards him if he were to find himself in a similar case.
20.  And do not be angry with him for the sin committed by his brother, but admonish him and comfort him with all patience and humility.
IX   OF ESCAPING THE CARNAL WISDOM
21.  We must not be wise and prudent according to the flesh (cf. 1 Cor 1:26), but rather we must be simple, humble and pure. We keep our bodies in humiliation and contempt, because we, through our fault, are miserable, fetid and worms, as the Lord says through the mouth of the prophet: "I am a worm and not a man, the contempt of men and mockery of the people " (Ps 21:7).
We must never desire to be above others, but rather we must be servants and subjects to every human creature for love of God (cf. 1 Pt 2:13).

X   OF THE FAITHFUL SERVANT WHO BECOMES DWELLING OF GOD
22.  And as long as they do such things and persevere in them to the end, all those and those who depart in this way will rest upon them the Spirit of the Lord (Is 11: 2), and he will make it his dwelling and dwelling (cf. Jn 14:23). And they will be children of the heavenly Father (cf. Mt 5:45), whose works they do, and are spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Mt 12:50). We are spouses, when the faithful soul is joined to Jesus Christ through the action of the Holy Spirit.  And we are brothers when we do the will of his Father (cf. Mt 12:50), who is in heaven. We are mothers (cf. 1 Cor 6:20), when we carry it into our heart and body through love and pure and sincere conscience, and generate it through holy work, which must shine as an example for others ( cf. Mt 5:16).
23. Oh, how glorious and holy and great it is to have a Father in heaven!
Oh, how holy, consoling, beautiful and admirable it is to have such a Spouse!
Oh, how holy it is, how delightful, pleasant, humble, peaceful, sweet and lovable and above all things desirable to have such a brother and son, who offered his life for his sheep (cf. Jn 10:15) and prayed to the Father for us, saying: "Holy Father, keep in your name those you have given me (Jn 17:11). Father, all those you have given me in the world were yours and you gave them to me (Jn 17:11). 17.6) And the words which you gave to me, I gave to them; and they accepted them and truly recognized that I came from you and believed that you sent me (Jn 17:8). I pray for them and not for the world (Jn 17.9). Bless them and sanctify them (Jn 17.17). And for them I sanctify myself, so that they may be sanctified in unity, as we are (Jn 17, 19.11). And I want, Father, that where I am there are alsothey with me, so that they may see my glory in your kingdom”  (Jn 17:24; Mt 20:21).
24.  To him who suffered so much for us, who bestowed so many goods on us and will give us in the future, to God, every creature that lives in heaven, on earth, in the sea and in the abyss may praise, glory, honor and blessing (See Rev 5:13), since he is our virtue and our strength. He who alone is good (cf. Lk 18:19), alone most high, alone omnipotent, admirable glorious and alone is holy, worthy of praise and blessed for ever and ever. Amen.
XI   OF THOSE WHO DO NOT PENANCE
25.  On the other hand, all those who do not live in penance, and do not receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and commit vices and sins, and who walk behind bad lust and bad desires, and do not observe those things that they have promised, and serve the world with their own body, the instincts of the flesh, the cares and concerns of the world and the cares of this life, deceived by the devil whose children they are and perform his works (cf. 8.49), they are blind because they do not see the true light, our Lord Jesus Christ. These do not possess spiritual wisdom, for they do not have the Son of God in them, which is the true wisdom of the Father. Of them the Scripture says: "Their wisdom has been devoured" (Ps 106,27). They see, know, know and do evil and knowingly lose their souls.
26.  You see, you blind men, deceived by our enemies, that is, by the flesh, by the world and by the devil, that it is sweet for the body to sin and it is a bitter thing to serve God, since all evil things, vices and sins, go out and they proceed from the heart of men (cf. Mt 7,21.23; 15,18-19), as the Lord says in the Gospel. And so you own nothing either in this world or the other. You believe that you have long possessed the vanities of this century, but you are deceived, because the day and hour will come that you do not think, do not know and do not know (cf. Mt 24,44; 25,13).

XII   THE  UNPAID  DYING MAN
27.  The body is sick, death is approaching, relatives and friends come and say: "Have your things at your disposal". Behold, his wife, children, relatives and friends are pretending to cry. And he, raising his eyes, sees them weeping and, moved by a bad feeling, thinking to himself he says: "Behold, my soul and my body and all my things I place in your hands." Verily this man is cursed, for he places his trust and commissions his soul, body and all his possessions into such hands. Therefore the Lord says through the mouth of the prophet: "Cursed the man who trusts in man!" (Jer 17.5). And immediately they bring the priest. The priest asks him: "Do you want to receive penance for all your sins?". He replied, "Yes." "Do you want to give satisfaction, with your means, as well as you can, for all the faults and for those things that you have defrauded and in which you have deceived men?". He replies: "No". And the priest: "Why not?". "Because I have handed all my possessions into the hands of relatives and friends". And he begins to lose his word, and so that poor man dies. But we all know that wherever and in any way a man dies in mortal sin without performing sacramental satisfaction, and he can and does not, the devil steals his soul from his body with such great anguish and suffering, that no one can. know if not who makes the proof.  And all the talents and the authority and the knowledge, which he thought he possessed (cf. Lk 8:18), are taken away from him (Mk 4:25). He leaves them to relatives and friends; and they take the patrimony and divide it to each other and then say: "Cursed be his soul, for he could give us and buy more than he bought!". Worms devour the body; and so that man loses his soul and body in this short life and goes to hell, where he will be tormented eternally. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
28.   I, Brother Francis, your littlest servant, I pray and conjure you, in the love that is God (cf. 1 Jn 4:16), and with the desire to kiss your feet, that these words and others of the Lord our Jesus Christ with humility and love you must welcome and implement and observe them. bis And those who do not know how to read should have them read often and learn them by heart, putting them into practice holy to the end, because they are spirit and life (Jn 6:63). And those who do not do this will account for it on the day of judgment before the court of Christ. And all those and those who kindly welcome and understand them and send copies to others, if they persevere in them to the end (Mt 24:13), bless them the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
